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We meet at one of those defining moments, a moment when our nation is at war, our economy is in
turmoil, and the Ameri__ can promise has been threatened once more. Tonight, more Americans are out of
work and more are working harder for less. More of you have lost your homes and even more are watching
your home values plummet. More of you have cars you can't af _ ford to drive, credit cards, bills you can't
afford to pay, and tuition that's beyond your reach. Now, these challenges are not all of gov_ ernment's
making. But the failure to respond is a direct result of a broken politics in Washington and the failed
policies of George W. Bush.
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